
 

For immediate release: May 22, 2019 

 
‘OUT OF THE SHADOWS INDEX’ HIGHLIGHTS NEED FOR INCREASED GOVERNMENT 

AND BUSINESS RESPONSE TO SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN  
The Economist Intelligence Unit evaluates 60 countries’ policies and practices 

 
Combatting sexual violence against children sexual requires a stronger and more targeted 

response from governments and businesses around the world, according to The Economist 

Intelligence Unit’s Out of the Shadows Index. Developed with support from the World Childhood 

Foundation and Oak Foundation and with additional support from the Carlson Family 

Foundation, the Out of the Shadows Index measures how 60 countries at the national level are 

addressing sexual abuse and exploitation of children. The index, which focuses on policies, 

practices and standards, reveals that governments, the private sector and civil society are not 

doing nearly enough to protect children from sexual violence and to achieve Target 16.2 of the 

UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, which calls for ending all forms of violence against 

children by 2030.  

The index covers a comprehensive range of critical issues, including education and awareness- 

building, reproductive health, gender norms, victim support, law enforcement and child sexual 

abuse online. Index indicators also focus on the engagement of businesses in the technology 

and travel/tourism sectors in fighting child sexual abuse and exploitation. The countries in the 

index cover 85% of the global population under 19 years of age.  

Key findings from the Out of the Shadows study: 

 The top ten countries in the index are among the world’s richest, but only four score as 

high as 75 (out of 100), revealing substantial gaps in the protective conditions for 

children in even the wealthiest countries. The United Kingdom, Sweden and Australia 

hold the top three positions in the index. For the 60 countries, the average score is just 

50.2. Complete rankings are available online at outoftheshadows.eiu.com. 

 Many countries have strong legal frameworks for protecting children from sexual abuse 

and exploitation, but most have not implemented policies or created effective institutions. 

The average score in the “Legal framework” category for all countries is nearly 60, but is 

just over 40 in the “Domestic commitment and capacity” category.  

 Industry engagement is needed to better protect children, especially against online child 

sexual abuse, where the expansion of broadband internet has placed more children at 

risk. Just 15 of the 60 countries have a leading mobile telecoms association that 

identifies sexual violence against children as a clear priority in its annual report or a code 

of conduct on its website. 

 Boys are overlooked. Nearly half of the 60 countries do not have legal protections for 

boys within their child rape laws, while only 19 countries collect prevalence data about 

sexual abuse of boys.  

http://www.ntiindex.org/


 Combatting child sexual abuse and exploitation is becoming a greater priority on the 

global stage and in many individual countries, and research shows that progress is 

possible even when resources are limited.  

Sexual violence against children is a universal threat—no boy or girl is immune. The emotional 

and health consequences linger, and the socioeconomic impacts can be devastating.   

What can countries and companies do? Barriers and pathways to progress in fighting sexual 

violence against children are discussed in detail in the index report and data model, which are 

available online at outoftheshadows.eiu.com. 
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About The Economist Intelligence Unit 

The Economist Intelligence Unit (The EIU) is the research arm of The Economist Group, 

publisher of The Economist. As the world’s leading provider of country intelligence, it helps 

governments, institutions and businesses by providing timely, reliable and impartial analysis of 

economic and development strategies. Through its public policy practice, The EIU provides 

evidence-based research for policymakers and stakeholders seeking measureable outcomes, in 

fields ranging from gender and finance to energy and security. It conducts research through 

interviews, regulatory analysis, quantitative modelling and forecasting, and displays the results 

via interactive data visualisation tools. Through a global network of more than 750 analysts and 

contributors, The EIU continuously assesses and forecasts political, economic and business 

conditions in more than 200 countries. For more information, visit www.eiu.com or follow us on 

Twitter at www.twitter.com/theeiu. 
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